
How to Read Academic Articles
GOVT 1101: Politics of Reproduction

Emily Jackson

5 October 2023



What’s in an article*?
• Abstract
• Brief summary of the whole article

• Introduction 
• Introduces the research question and the context

*This guide focuses on social science articles. Most 
hard science articles follow the same format but won’t 
have as much theory and literature review. Humanities 
scholarship does not usually follow the scientific 
method so won’t have the same structure (like the 
Gordon chapter; Gordon is a historian)



What’s in an article?
• Literature Review 
• A summary of what has been written about the 

topic so far

• Identifies a “hole” in the literature– something 
missing that the author wants to provide

• Theory & Hypotheses
• Theoretical framework: Concepts, definitions, or 

assumptions underlying the author’s argument

• Theoretical mechanisms: the underlying 
infrastructure, logic, or causal force that does the 
“work” in the author’s argument

• Hypotheses: Proposed explanation or answer to 
the author’s question



What’s in an article?
• Methods
• How the author conducted the 

research

• e.g. Quantitative (statistical) or 
Qualitative (interviews, archives)

• Results
• Presents the data

• Quantitative Methods:

• Explain data source

• Explain techniques for statistical 
analysis



What’s in an article?
• Results
• Presents the data

• Qualitative: case study, quotes from 
interviews or archives, explanation of 
interview data

• Discussion & Conclusion
• A more in-depth analysis of the data that 

links back to the research question and 
hypotheses

• Implications or real-world applications

• Future research



How to take notes on an academic article
1. Motivation/Research Question
• What is the author trying to explain?

2. Argument
• What is the author’s main argument, or the point they are trying to make?

3. Theoretical framework:

• Definitions 

• Assumptions

• Theories or major concepts



How to take notes on an academic article
4. Methods
• What methods did the author use?

• What data do they use?

5. Results
• Here is where you take notes on the main body of the article

• What did the author find? 

• (How) did the author’s data support their argument?

6. Discussion/Critique

• As you read, write down your own questions and critiques

• Implications, applications, areas for future research



Let’s practice! 
6-part notes outline on today’s reading:
1. Motivation/Research Question

2. Argument

3. Theoretical framework:
• Definitions, assumptions, theories or major concepts

4. Methods

5. Results/Body

• What did the author find? 

• (How) did the author’s data support their argument?

6. Discussion/Critique


